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File #:16-349,Item #:8.1MeetingDate: 

WestminsterCityCouncil

To: HonorableMayorandCityCouncil
Thru: EddieManfro, CityManager
From: MayorTriTaandCouncilMemberTylerDiep
Reviewedby: SherryJohnson, FinanceDirector
Preparedby: MayorTriTaandCouncilMemberTylerDiep

SUBJECT: 

ResolutionOpposingtheDisplayoftheFlagoftheSocialRepublicofVietnam. 

RECOMMENDEDACTION/MOTION: 

MayorTaandCouncilMemberDieprecommendthattheCityCounciladoptaResolutionentitled, 
AResolutionoftheCityofWestminsterOpposingtheDisplayoftheFlagoftheSocialistRepublic
ofVietnamintheCityofWestminster.” 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

CaliforniaishometothelargestVietnamese-AmericanpopulationintheUnitedStatesand
WestminsterishometoahigherpercentageofVietnamese-Americanresidentsthananyother
Californiacity. 

ThevastmajorityoftheVietnamese-AmericanswhofledVietnamdonotrecognizeorcondonethe
VietnamCommunistregime,whichhasdemonstratedapatternofconsistentviolationsofhuman
rightsandreligiousfreedomandoppressionforthepast41years.Incontrast,theCityof
Westminsterhasastronghistoryofunitingasacommunitytoadvancethecauseoffreedomand
democracy. 

WhilethecurrentflagoftheSocialRepublicofVietnamistheofficialflagoftheVietnamcommunist
government,itisnotrecognizedbytheVietnameseNation.TheVietnameseNationrecognizesand
honorstheformerRepublicofVietnamconsistingofthreehorizontalstripesofredongold. 
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TheproposedresolutionreaffirmstheMayorandCityCouncil’spriorrecognitionoftheflagofthe
formerRepublicofVietnamastheofficialflagoftheVietnameseNationandformallyexpressesthe
MayorandCityCouncil’soppositiontodisplayingtheSocialistRepublicofVietnamflagwithincity
limitsandonanypropertyownedbytheCity. 

FISCALIMPACT: 

Thereisnofiscalimpact. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1 - ProposedResolution
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RESOLUTIONNO. _______  

ARESOLUTIONOFTHEMAYORANDCITYCOUNCILOF
THECITYOFWESTMINSTER, OPPOSINGTHEDISPLAY
OFTHEFLAGOFTHESOCIALISTREPUBLICOF
VIETNAMINTHECITYOFWESTMINSTER

WHEREAS, forthepast41years, theSocialistRepublicofVietnamhas
demonstratedapatternofconsistentviolationsofhumanrightsandreligiousfreedom
byimprisonmentofmanyintellectuals, bloggers, writers, anddoctorswhohaveraised
concernsregardinghumanrightsinVietnam; and

WHEREAS, theflagoftheSocialistRepublicofVietnamisasymbolof
dictatorshipandtyranny; and

WHEREAS, thevastmajorityoftheVietnamese-AmericanswhofledVietnamdo
notrecognizeorcondonetheVietnamCommunistregime; and

WHEREAS, theStateofCaliforniaishometothelargestVietnamese-American
populationintheUnitedStatesofAmerica, andtheCityofWestminsterishometoa
higherpercentageofVietnamese-AmericanresidentsthananyotherCaliforniacity; and

WHEREAS, thepeopleoftheformerRepublicofVietnamwerevaliantintheir
resistancetotheaggressionofcommunistNorthVietnam, andrefugeesfromthe
RepublicofVietnamwhoemigratedtotheUnitedStatesofAmericaandsettledinthe
CityofWestminster shouldbehonoredandrememberedfortheirsacrificessuchthat
theonlyflagdepictingtheNationofVietnamshouldbetheflagoftheformerRepublicof
Vietnam; and

WHEREAS, theflagofthefreeVietnamesepeopleistheflagoftheformer
RepublicofVietnam, whichconsistsofthreehorizontalstripes of red (gules) upona
fieldofgold (or); and

WHEREAS, theflagoftheone-partyregimecurrentlyholdingpowerinoccupied
Vietnammaybetheflagofagovernment, butitisnottheflagoftheVietnamese
Nation; and

WHEREAS, thecultureandhistoryoftheVietnamesepeopleshouldbe
celebratedandhonoredwiththeflagoftheVietnameseNation, nottheflagofthe
currenttyrannicalregime; and

WHEREAS, theflagoftheVietnameseNationremainsapoignantreminderof
thethreatofcommunism, andtheimperativetoremainvigilantinoppositiontotyranny
ofallforms, andtoactivelysupporthumanrights; and
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WHEREAS, theCityofWestminsterhasastronghistoryofstandingtogetheras
acommunitytoadvancethecauseoffreedomanddemocracy; and

WHEREAS, forthesereasonstheMayorandCityCouncildesiretoexpress
oppositiontothedisplayoftheflagoftheSocialistRepublicofVietnamintheCityof
Westminster.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVEDTHAT, theCityCounciloftheCityof
Westminsterdoesresolveasfollows:  

SECTION1. TheMayorandCityCouncilherebyreaffirmtheCity’sprior
recognitionoftheflag oftheformerRepublicofVietnamastheofficialflagofthe
VietnameseNation, andthatthisflagmaybedisplayedonanycity-ownedpropertyat
anycity-controlledorsponsoredVietnamese-Americanevent, subjecttocompliance
withtheCity’sstandardpermittingrequirements.  

SECTION2. TheMayorandCityCouncilfurtherexpressthattheyareopposed
tothedisplayoftheflagoftheSocialistRepublicofVietnamwithinWestminsterCity
limits. Thisflaghashistoricallyandcontinuallyservedasasymbolofdictatorshipand
tyranny, andforthisreasontheMayorandCityCouncilfurtherresolvethatitshouldnot
bedisplayedbytheCityonanyofitsproperties.   

SECTION3.  TheCityClerkshallcertifytothepassageandadoptionhereof.  

thPASSED, APPROVEDANDADOPTEDthis14 dayofDecember2016, bythe
followingvote:  

AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS:    
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS:    
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS:    

TRITA, MAYOR

ATTEST:  

AMANDAJENSEN, CMC
CITYCLERK
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APPROVEDASTOFORM:  

RICHARDD. JONES, CITYATTORNEY

STATEOFCALIFORNIA )  
COUNTYOFORANGE )  SS
CITYOFWESTMINSTER )  

I, AMANDAJENSEN, herebycertifythatIamthedulyappointedCityClerkofthe
CityofWestminster; thattheforegoingresolutionwasdulyadoptedataregularmeeting

thoftheCityCounciloftheCityofWestminsterheldonthe14 dayofDecember2016.  

AmandaJensen, CMC, CityClerk

xxxx-3




